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Goalkeeper Chris Brady recorded his second shutout of the season.
Defender Rafael Cizchos scored his second goal of the season, and his fifth in a Chicago Fire shirt.
Midfielder Xherdan Shaqiri recorded his first assist of the season and his 12th with the Fire across the last two
seasons. His 12 assists are the most by a Fire player since the start of the 2022 MLS campaign.
Midfielder and Young Designated Player Jairo Torres returned to the field for the first time since the team’s
first game of the season, a 1-1 draw against NYCFC on March 4, in which he left the field in the first half with
an injury.
Seven changes were made to the lineup that faced Nashville SC in Matchday 11 of the MLS regular season
and three changes were made to the XI that faced St. Louis CITY SC on Tuesday, May 9, in the 2023 Lamar
Hunt U.S. Open Cup.
Forward Kei Kamara led the attack, playing in the 401st MLS match of his career.
Brian Gutiérrez started on the left wing, with Fabian Herbers taking charge of the right wing. Both players
flanked the No. 10, Xherdan Shaqiri, who lined up in the middle of the pitch.
Swiss midfielder Shaqiri wore the captain’s armband against St. Louis today, with Czichos starting the match
on the bench as he recovers from an injury.
Supporting the attacking midfielders were the Argentine duo of Federico Navarro and Gastón Giménez, who
controlled the center of the park in the previous match against St. Louis on Tuesday night.
Colombian defender Carlos Téran rejoined the starting XI, replacing defender Wyatt Omsberg on the backline
that faced St. Louis earlier in the week. He lined up with Miguel Navarro, Mauricio Pineda and Arnaud
Souquet
Midfielder Maren Haile-Selassie (concussion protocol), midfielder Jonathan Dean (left leg) and midfielder
Chris Mueller (hip) were unavailable for selection due to injury tonight. Mueller was a late scratch, acquiring
the injury after the submission of the official player availability report.
The Fire are unbeaten in their last 14 regular season home matches against Western Conference opponents
(eight wins, five ties). Chicago hasn't lost a home match to a Western opponent in over four years, since a 4-2
defeat to Seattle in March 2019.
In seven MLS matches at home this season, Chicago are unbeaten with two wins and five draws. The eight-
match home unbeaten streak dates back to October 2022 against the New England Revolution.

Chicago Fire FC (3-3-5, 14 points) defeated St. Louis CITY SC (6-4-1, 19 points) 1-0 at Soldier Field in their first
League match against their Midwest rival.
Featuring in the starting lineup for a third straight match across all competitions, Designated Player Xherdan
Shaqiri tallied his first assist of the 2023 campaign, setting up defender Rafael Czichos’ game-winning goal in the
40th minute.
With the victory, Chicago remains unbeaten at home in 2023 (2-0-5), and is now tied on points (14) with teams
ranked six through nine in the Eastern Conference, with more matches to be played later today. The result also
marked the Fire’s second straight victory against St. Louis, with Chicago winning its head-to-head series (2-0-0)
against the 2023 MLS expansion side.
The Fire were once again forced to make an early substitution when defender Carlos Terán left the field on a
stretcher in the 36th minute. Czichos replaced the Colombian on the field, scoring the opening goal of the game
just four minutes after coming into the match. St. Louis played the final 20 minutes with 10 men after defender
John Nelson was shown a second yellow card.
Both teams started with an attacking mindset, with Chicago getting their first dangerous chance in the second
minute of play. Shaqiri threaded the ball through two defenders for forward Kei Kamara, who deftly sent a
backheel behind him into space for an incoming Federico Navarro. The midfielder took a shot that was deflected
by a St. Louis defender before it could reach goalkeeper Roman Bürki.
In the 40th minute, Shaqiri and midfielder Brian Gutiérrez lined up to take a free kick on the left side of the field,
with Shaqiri sending a cross to the top of the six-yard-box on the right side. Czichos raced into the space,
stretching to get a foot on the ball. It looked like goalkeeper Roman Bürki was going to get a foot on the attempt,
but the ball rolled past him and into the lower left corner to give the hosts a well-deserved lead going into the
halftime break.
The second half started in much the same way, with Gutiérrez receiving a ball in the 47th minute that he sent into
the box for Kamara. The forward brought it down, passing it back to the top of the box for Fabian Herbers, who
fired a half volley that ricocheted off the top post.
Despite a push from the visitors to secure the equalizer late in the second half, the Fire would see out the rest of
the match to secure its second shutout of the 2023 season.

Notes:

CHICAGO FIRE FC DEFEATS ST. LOUIS CITY SC 1-0 AT SOLDIER FIELDCHICAGO FIRE FC DEFEATS ST. LOUIS CITY SC 1-0 AT SOLDIER FIELD
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SERVICE YOU DESERVE

BRING IT!
C O N S I S T E N T  Q U A L I T Y  A N D  P A S S I O N

GET IN TOUCH WITH US TODAY!
CONTACT INFORMATION: (773) 875- 9899 / TICO@LMDMEDIAGROUP.COM


